The control of postoperative wound pain with the use of bupivacaine injections.
In a study of 50 operative cases 0.5% bupivacaine hydrochloride solution was injected in the area of the subcostal nerves at the time of closure of the wound except in 2 with previously noted infection. In the latter 2 cases the solution was injected when the wound was opened. No untoward results were noted from these injections and a definite decrease in the use of analgesics was required. In addition, there is preliminary evidence that peristalsis and flatus occur much earlier in cases in which the solution was used compared to a control group. Respiration was enhanced, earlier patient mobility was noted and the general depression from injectable analgesics was avoided.